UNITY-^GANDHUFS CONCEPTION
J. B, KRIPALANI
ONE GREAT contribution of Gandhiji towards the progress
of humanity is the idea that human life is a unity* It; is a
synthetic whole* It cannot be divided into air-tight com-
partments.
The idea is not altogether new* In primitive society too
human life was conceived as a unity* But this unity was
mechanical, based upon tribal customs, conventions and
taboos, The individual never understood the underlying
principle or principles, if any, on which these were built.
He had to follow in his individual and collective life such
rules as were prescribed for him by his hereditary status in
the clan* For the chieftain there were one set of conven-
tions and taboos, for the priest and the magician another
and a different one for the common man* Nobody ques-
tioned the validity of the customary rules handed clown
from time immemorial. If, however, anybody dared to ques-
tion he was looked upon with suspicion* He was the
corruptor bf morals and as such a public enemy who must;
be eliminated, ostracized or killed* In some tribes, however,
the powerful chieftain or the priest and the magician
initiated change and movement, If it was in the interest
of justice and a higher principle the tribe advanced to the
next stage in civilization, Some of the tribes, however, never
advanced. They remained fixed and fossilized*
In religious societies the individual's life is conceived as
a unity. It is not compartmentalized. All higher forms of
religion have one single purpose for the individual. They
rarely think of the group-life* When they do, they do so
indirectly. They hold that man is a spiritual entity. This
world is material Man's sojourn here is temporary, In this
interval he has, to fit himself for his permanent abode in
heaven amidst gods md angels* Where this semi-material
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